How to read fiber optic cable information

Article Overview

Reading fiber optic cables involves understanding the markings, color codes, and
specifications printed on the cable jacket, which provide essential information for
installation and maintenance.

Understanding Cable Markings

* Manufacturer Information: The cable will typically start with the manufacturer's
name and product details, such as "Corning Rocket Ribbon Optical Cable." This
indicates the type and brand of the cable.

* Fiber Count: Look for a number indicating the total number of fibers in the cable,
such as "864F," which means the cable contains 864 fibers. This is crucial for
understanding the capacity of the cable.

* Fiber Type: The type of fiber is often indicated, such as "SM" for single-mode or
"MM" for multimode. This helps in determining the appropriate applications for the
cable.

* Physical Specifications: Important physical characteristics are also marked,
including:

* Diameter: For example, "0.89IN" indicates the cable's diameter.

* Weight: "206 LB/KFT" shows the weight of the cable per 1000 feet, which is
important for installation considerations.

* Minimum Bend Radius: This is crucial for installation to avoid damaging the fibers;
for example, "MBD 27IN" indicates a minimum bend diameter of 27 inches.

* Pulling Tension: "600LBF" indicates the maximum pulling tension the cable can
withstand during installation .
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Article Content
Mar 03, 2026
Fiber Color Code: Complete Guide to Mastering Identification

Understand fiber color codes and their meanings in this comprehensive guide. Learn
more about outer fiber jacket

Aug 18, 2025
Fiber Optics: What is it? and How Does it Work?

Globally, the deployment of fiber optics has been rapidly increasing as the demand
for high-speed data transmission, via optical fiber

Mar 07, 2026
Fiber Optic Cables Information

Fiber optic cables are composed of one or more transparent fibers enclosed in
protective coverings and strength members. Fiber

Apr 12, 2026
Fiber Optic Cable Cheat Sheet dd

FIBER OPTIC CABLE CHEAT SHEET Key questions to help identify the correct fi ber
optic cable: 1. Do you know the fi ber optic

Oct 31, 2025
AENO029 Optical Fiber Cable Color Codes

Buffer Tube Identification TIA/EIA-598 defines identification schemes for fibers,
buffered fibers, fiber units, and groups

Sep 21, 2025
How to Identify Fiber Optic Cables Safely

Updated safety-focused guide to recognizing fiber optic cables, route markers, utility
labels, and when to call a

Apr 27, 2026
FOA Guide

The FOA Reference Guide is the collection of free resources offered by the Fiber Optic
Association Inc. for everyone in fiber optics to

Apr 11, 2026
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How Fiber Optics Work

Fiber-optic lines have revolutionized phone calls, cable TV and the internet. It's a
really cool technology

Dec 13, 2025
The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics

Fiber optic cables come in lots of different types, depending on the number of fibers
and how and where it

Aug 16, 2025
Fiber Type: lIdentifying Installed Fiber Optic Cables

However, since print legends can get detailed, read on for a breakdown of key
abbreviations in an example SSF™ cable. While print

Dec 27, 2025
FOA Guide To Fiber Optics

This is the FOA''s Online Guide To Fiber Optics, Fiber Broadband & Premises Cabling.
It includes almost a thousand pages of

Sep 16, 2025
Basics of Fiber Optics

Mark Curran/Brian Shirk Fiber optics, which is the science of light transmission
through very fine glass or plastic fibers, continues to

May 17, 2026
Unveiling the Potential Meaning of Fiber Optic Cable Jacket Markings

From letters and numbers to symbols, each detail is a clue that helps you navigate
the world of fiber optic cables. In this article, we"'ll

Apr 07, 2026
Optical Fibre Cable

Because optical fiber is constructed of plastic and glass, it is lighter and more flexible
than other materials, making it

Apr 11, 2026
Optical fiber

An optical fiber, or optical fibre, is a flexible glass or plastic fiber that can transmit
light from one end to

© 2026 Great Premier Optical Solutions - All rights reserved



Page 4/5

Dec 09, 2025
Fiber Optics and Types

Fiber optics refers to the technology and method of transmitting data as light pulses
along a glass or plastic strand or

Jan 20, 2026
Fiber Optic Cables

Welcome to the Fiber Optic Cables Introduction Guide, your essential resource for
navigating fiber optic technology. As the backbone

Jul 02, 2026
Fiber Optic Cable Buying Guide

Fiber Optic Cable Buying Guide Understand how to choose fiber optic cable by
comparing single-mode vs. multimode, network

May 30, 2026
Unveiling the Potential Meaning of Fiber Optic Cable Jacket Markings

Learn the meaning of fiber optic cable jacket printings to identify fiber types, fire
ratings, and compliance standards, ensuring safe

Jul 25, 2026
Handbook Optical fibres, cables and systems

The simultaneous availability of compact sources and of low-loss optical fibres led to
a worldwide effort for developing optical fibre

May 11, 2026
What Is Fiber Optics? A Guide

Fiber optics technology uses light pulses to transmit data, resulting in quicker, more
reliable data transfers between

Nov 15, 2025
Fiber Optic Cable Types Explained: Choosing the Right Fiber Cable

Explore different types of fiber optic cables, from single mode to armored and LC
uniboot options. Learn how to
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Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://www.greatpremiersolutions.co.za

Email: sales@greatpremiersolutions.co.za

Phone: +27 82 914 3675

Address: Unit 5, Silicon Heights, 22 Electron Avenue, Cape Town, 8001, South
Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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